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Wood-Ridge Lions Fall Release
By Jack Nagel

The Wood-Ridge Lions Club
has had a very busy fall sea-
son and successful beginning
to their 2011-2012 season.

The club again partici-
pated in the Lions Interna-
tional Peace Poster contest.
Under the direction of Lion
Rich McCullough, students
from the Ostrovsky School
in Wood-Ridge and The
Robert L. Craig School in
Moonachie provided the
club with posters. The win-
ners from each school re-
ceived a $100.00 check from
the club. The winning local
posters will now go on to
district judging and those
winning posters go to the
International Judges. The
International poster winners
receive recognition at the
United Nations.

The club has continued
their annual Thanksgiving
food drive. Under the leader-
ship of Chairman Joe Solda,
the club has over the past 13
years increased their dona-
tions from 5 turkeys to 100
turkeys and baskets of fix-
ings. These were delivered
by Chairman Solda to the
Bergen County Food Center
in Hackensack in time for
Thanksgiving. Over the past
5 years The Wood-Ridge Li-
ons Club has donated over
3 tons of turkeys to this or-
ganization to help needy
Bergen County residents.
Locally, the club has made a
significant monetary contri-
bution to Susan Frattarelli of
the Local Assistance Board
to help needy Wood-Ridge
residents. CLUB MEM-
BERS are never made aware
of who receives this aid but
are proud and pleased to be
able to help so many in need
in these extremely difficult
financial times!

The club purchased a cam-
era last fall that will help
detect lazy eye in small chil-
dren and infants. Early detec-
tion enables a series of treat-
ments to be performed that
corrects the condition and
may possibly save the eye-
sight of the child. Members
have been going through a
training period and are ex-
pected to have FREE screen-

ings set up shortly.

Plans are now well under-
way for the largest fund rais-
ing event (one of the largest
in the state) that the club
holds; the 27th Annual Beef-
steak Dinner/Sports Night.
Tickets ($60.00 each) for
the February 3rd 2012 have
been distributed to those
who have arranged full ta-
bles or multiple ticket sales
last year. Please contact the
person who arranged your
ticket purchase last year. The
basic format of the evening
will be the same as previous
years.

The dinner will be held at
The Three Saints Center,
Outwater Lane in Garfield.
Giresi’s of Lodi will handle
the catering. The menu will
include a pasta course, plen-
ty of filet mignon (chicken
available on request in ad-
vance), fries, beer and soda
. We will have our pick the
champs contest (grand prize
$2000.00), football throw,
trivia contest, and more!

The Grand Door Prize
(chance included with your
dinner ticket) will again be a
cruise voucher of $3000.00
from Cruise Holidays, lo-
cated at The Mall at 1V in
Paramus. This voucher can
be applied to any of hun-
dreds of cruises they have
available. We also expect to
have a trip to Atlantic City,
a flat screen TV, restaurant
gift certificates and tickets
for the Met/Yankee game in
a luxury box at Yankee Sta-
dium next spring as part of
our free door prize drawings.

Reminder, the entire build-
ing is “Smoke Free” and out-
side liquor is prohibited!

The dinner is already a vir-
tual sell out. You are urged to
make your reservations with
the person that sold you your
ticket last year. Tickets that
are not paid for by January
17th are subject to resale.
ALL tickets must be paid
for in advance. ALL seating
is assigned and tickets will
not be available at the door.
Please call event Chairman
Jack Nagel (201) 641 - 2803
or email janpro9ll@aol.
com.

Wood-Ridge Memorial Foundation to
Honor Five at Annual Dinner Dance

Paul Calocino, President of
The Wood-Ridge Memorial
Foundation, has announced
the names of the following five
outstanding individuals that
will be honored at the Founda-
tion Dinner Dance next spring.

Robert Talamini has served
the community for many years
in a variety of ways. He has

been on the Wood-Ridge Board
of Education for 16 years (14
years as president), a member
of the Wood-Ridge Lions Club
for 23 years, having served as
president for one year, and cur-
rently a member of the Board
of Directors. He has also
chaired the club’s scholarship
committee for 20 years and re-

ceived a Melvin Jones Fellow-
ship Award in 2009, the highest
award the Lions have. Bob was
also a member of the Recrea-
tion Commission for 10 years
and has participated as a coach
in every youth sport program in
the community.

Ezio Altamura has been a
dedicated public servant since
he moved to Wood-Ridge 16
years ago. He has served on
the borough council since 2000
having been reelected four
times and initiated the “Keep
Wood-Ridge Beautiful” cam-
paign. He has coached girl’s
softball, soccer and is president
of the Wood-Ridge Middle
School Track & Field Program,
just to name a few. Ezio was
recognized by the Girl Scouts
of Bergen County in 2002, with
their community award, and by
The Wood-Ridge VFW Post
3616 and the Ladies Auxiliary
in 2006 as their citizen of the
year.

Also being honored are two
kindergarten teachers from The
Catherine E. Doyle School.

Debra Pagliocca has taught in
the Wood-Ridge School system
for 31 years, at various levels,
the last 15 years in kindergar-
ten. She has been involved
with many school and com-
munity activities during her
years in Wood-Ridge includ-
ing coordinating talent shows
at the school, working with the
cheerleaders, serving as an of-
ficer in the PTA, and teaching
CCD. These are just a few of
the many ways that Debbie has
been an important role model
in the lives of so many of our
students.

Arlene DePalma, living
in Wood-Ridge for 38 years
(married for 40 years) and the
mother of two (both of whom
received Memorial Scholarship
Awards when they graduated
from WRHS) has been teach-
ing for 34 years. Arlene was a
member of the borough’s cen-
tennial committee as well as
the Assumption Church 75th
anniversary committee. She
taught CCD for Assumption
Parish, was a Cub Scout Den
Mother, and also a member
of many school committees
that helped mold and develop
young minds. She was honored
in Wood-Ridge as “Teacher of
the Year” in 1996.

The final honoree is the late
John Bischoff. John was a
teacher at Wood-Ridge High
School and died last June after
a tragic accident. It was quite
apparent after hearing the way
his family, friends, co-workers
and students spoke of him that
he was a special teacher and
person. While he was taken
away from us at far too early
an age, his legacy will always
be remembered by the students

and all that knew him whom he
was able to touch so deeply.

All of the proceeds from the
dinner will be used to fund the
annual scholarships awarded
in June to graduating seniors.
The Memorial Foundation has
awarded over a million dollars
since founded in 1962. This
has only been possible with the
support of the community.

The dinner will be at The Fies-
ta on Saturday March 24, 2012.
A full course dinner with beer,
wine and soda will be served.
In addition, entertainment will
be provided by the Alan Quinn
Band. Tickets are $75.00 each
and will be available after Jan-
uary 15th. Please reserve the
date and plan on supporting the
Foundation and honoring these
outstanding citizens. You may
reserve your tickets by calling
Chairman Jack Nagel (201)
641-2803 or by email jan-
pro911@aol.com

Affordable
Housing Available

Avalon at Wesmont Station,
located in Wood-Ridge, NJ is a
BRAND NEW apartment home
community with Professional
On-Site Management, Pool, &
Private Fitness Club. This is a
smoke free development. Now
accepting applications for Stu-
dio, 1- & 2 -bedroom affordable
apartments with occupancy be-
ginning 2/15/2012. Final date
of applications will be accepted
is 1/15/2012. For additional
info, application forms go to
www.njwoodridge.org or pick
up M-F from 8AM to 4PM at
Borough Hall or at the Wood-
Ridge Memorial Library.

K-9 Unit
Demonstration at
the Wood-Ridge
Memorial Library

Officer Thomas Smal-
done and his dog Nero
visited the Wood-Ridge
Memorial Library on
November 12 to give a
K-9 Unit Demonstration.
Nero, a canine police of-
ficer, is a specially trained
dog in the Narcotics De-
partment, and showed the
audience how he assists
his human partner. Parents
and children had all their
guestions answered, and
were able to spend some
time petting Nero. “Like”
Wood-Ridge  Memorial
Library on Facebook or
check out our website at
http://www.woodridgeme-
moriallibrary.org/ to get
information about upcom-
ing events!
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WOOD-RIDGE HIGH SCHOOL

SPORTS

By Megan Maher

SPOTLIGHT ON

Vinny O’'Beirne

Vinny O’Beirne has had a
natural and growing love for
basketball ever since he was
7-years-old.  When he first
started playing for Assump-
tion’s CYO team, he realized
that he enjoyed the quickness
and constant movement of the
game. The senior forward was
brought up to the Wood-Ridge
High School varsity boys’ bas-
ketball team when he was a
freshman and has been a huge
part of the team for the past
three years.

“Vin’s first year, at times, was
a bit of a struggle,” said Coach
Eddie “Rock™ Rendzio. We
brought him up to varsity right
away and he was having to play
against boys older and strong-
er than him. There were times
where he got frustrated, but he
never stopped working.”

O’Beirne loves the entire W-
RHS basketball program. He
says, “Over the last three sea-
sons | think I’ve grown and
learned a lot as a basketball
player. 1 don’t think | would
have changed anything.” Dur-
ing his high school career, Vin-
ny has racked up and earned
many accolades and honors.
As a sophomore he was first
team all-league and third team
all-county. Last year, Vin re-
ally shined on the court. He re-
ceived first team all-league and
all-county awards as well as
second team all-Group 1. He
also broke and set a new record
in the Bergen County Jambo-
ree with 25 rebounds in a sin-
gle game. O’Beirne scored his
1000th point last season and
was the second leading scorer
in all of North Jersey. He needs
503 points to be the all-time
lead scorer at W-RHS. Vin-
ny’s sister, Ashley O’Beirne,
says, “I couldn’t be more proud
of my brother. Vincent has
worked so hard to get where
he is and what he’s accom-
plished.” Not only is his sister
supportive and proud, but so is
the rest of his family as well as
his friends. Fellow teammate,
Gary Whritenour, likes to sup-
port Vin whether it’s basketball
or anything else. ““I admire our
great basketball chemistry on
the court because we’ve been
playing together for years,”
Whritenour says.  “Off the
court, Vin is always there for
me when | need him. He is one
of my best friends and when he
needs something he knows he
can come to me, t0o.”” Now that
O’Beirne is a senior, he will be
graduating in June and headed

off to college where he plans to
continue his basketball career
and major in Criminal Justice.
He’s been in contact with Di-
vision Il coaches from schools
like Southern Connecticut,
Caldwell and Kutztown. All of
the New Jersey Athletic Con-
ference coaches have contacted
Vinny among other Division I11
schools like DeSales and Mis-
ericordia.

Two particular people have
influenced Vin throughout his
life. “My grandpa was the per-
fect example of a good person
and someone who | definitely
try to model physically, mental-
ly and spiritually,” he says. “In
terms of basketball, I admire
Coach Rock. He’s one of the
most dedicated people | know
and it is something that rubs off
on me. He’s a hard worker and
strives to be the best.”

Just like every other season,
Vinny has set high goals for
this year. Not only does he set
personal goals, but since he’s
a team player he also likes to
set goals with his teammates.
O’Beirne says that winning is
the number one thing on his
list over his personal goals.
He believes that winning will
make all the other things fall
into place. Vin plans on work-
ing for a league title, another
sectional title and hopefully a
Group 1 title in March. “Right
now, | think my team and |
would agree that winning one
game at a time is our number
one priority.” *“We cannot be-
gin to tell you how hard Vin
works and strives to be the best
he can be, both on the court and
off the court,” Vinny’s mother,
Lisa O’Beirne, says. “We be-

lieve in our son and we believe
that whatever he wants, he can
accomplish. Basketball is a big
part of who he is and we know
that he wants to continue play-
ing where we’ll continue to
support him and cheer him on.”

Vin is one of the most talented
athletes to walk into W-RHS.
He’s hard working, determined
but also an all around great per-
son. He’s admired by friends,
family, coaches and spectators.

Coach Rendzio says, “Vin has
worked extremely hard and has
improved year after year. | will
always be his coach so once he
graduates | will still be there
to help him with his game or
just be an ear to listen when he
wants to talk.”

SPOTLIGHT ON
Nicole Fleck
Nicole Fleck first started play-
ing basketball when her parents
signed her up for Rec basket-
ball in the 3rd grade. She fell
in love with the sport and had
a great time playing with her
friends. Fleck’s teammate and
friend, Emily Batcho, says,
“Nicole has amazing basket-
ball skills. She is very aggres-
sive, tough and strong. She is
good on offense and defense
and puts 100% into everything
she does.”” Nicole walked onto
the Wood-Ridge High School
girls’ varsity basketball team as
a freshman and made an impact
right away. As a freshman, she
earned second team all-league,
W-RHS girls’ basketball MVP
and the Lyndhurst Christmas
Tournament MVP. Sophomore
year, Fleck received first team
all-league, honorable mention
all-county and both W-RHS
and Lyndhurst Tournament’s
MVP again. Last season, she
earned first team all-league,
honorable mention all-county,
W-RHS MVP and also scored

her 1000th career point. She
not only excels on the court,
but she is a phenomenal stu-
dent, too. Nicole has been on
the High Honor Roll every
marking period and is part of
the National Honor Society.
She also earned Student of the
Quarter and “You are a Star”
awards her freshman and so-
phomore years. “I think that
Nicole is a great example of a
true student-athlete,” Coach
Jesse Romano says. “She has a
bright future in whatever sport
she decides to play in college.
I’ll do whatever | can to help
her achieve her goals in the fu-
ture.”” Nicole is looking to go
into occupational therapy when
she starts college. She has ap-
plied to about nine schools
with Towson University being
her top choice. The William
Paterson University Women’s
Basketball team would like
her to play for them but if she
chooses a different school she
will play softball and not bas-
ketball. This year the W-RHS
girls’ basketball team has a new
coach, Jesse Romano. Nicole
says, ““He has brought many
new ideas to the team. Eve-
rything has started out on the
right note and with hard work
and playing together as a team,
I see success for this season.”
Fleck’s personal goal for
this season is to attempt to
beat the girls’ school record
for lead scorer and to help the
new players coming in so that
Wood-Ridge can continue to
have winning seasons. When
it comes to basketball, Nicole’s
father, Marty, is her inspiration.
“He always helps me to learn
by my mistakes on the court,”
she says. Nicole admires her
mother, Jill, very much, too.
“She is always there through
my ups and downs. She truly
inspires me.”  Nicole’s par-

ents are not the only ones that
support her and cheer her on
but her friends, coaches and
teammates support her as well.
Emily Batcho says, “I support
her every minute when we are
on the court. | always cheer
for her when she makes a good
play or scares some points for
the team. When she is down or
upset, I will support her to keep
her head up. I will try to moti-
vate her so she isn’t frustrated.”
Most people would agree that
Nicole Fleck is an extremely
talented athlete, determined
student, a friendly face and a
fantastic role model. Coach
Romano says, ““She has been
one of our leaders and does an
excellent job working with the
underclassmen and leading by
example in practice.”

Nicole says that one day she
would love to be a coach one
day because she enjoys teach-
ing children the game and pass-
ing her love of the game onto
them, too.

Wood-Ridge Cub
Scouts Pack 183

Wreath Sale

On November 26th the Cub
Scouts received and deliv-
ered over 700 Christmas
wreaths to Wood-Ridge. The
Scouts also sold some ex-
tras at locations in town. The
Cub Scouts have been selling
Christmas wreaths as their
only fundraiser for over 50
years in Wood-Ridge.

Cub Scout Pack 183 would
like to thank all that support
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Kindly mention to our advertisers
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Thank you!

Lucky’s Featured

& Pets of the Month”

Grade 12 High Honors GBeime, Vincent Grade 10 Honors at the Bergen County Animal Shelter
prongeil :O:ef Ts}]{:hnswpher Addo, Alua i 100 United Lane, Teterboro, New Jersey
i obol, John L

i'utf;ﬂs'é':f Santo, Erick A't'er"k“h'e" Mours Tor adoption are 1:00p.m. to 5:00p.m., seven
la. B Scekic, Rajko parteck, Camryn days aweek. Thursday the shelter is open from 1:00p.m.

oo ves A Emanuele, Kimberly to 7:30p.m. To inquire about a pet, call: 201-229-4600

Batcho, Emily Silvestri, Amanda Fortuna, Shyan . .m. , : )

Bhargava, Matthew Walsh, Casey Ippolito, Christian Alli Cat (ID#83386) Alli Cat is a

Boettcher, Lucas

Cafarella, Francesca
Cinelli, Ryan Francis
Cirincione, Anthony

Wyrostek, Tyler

Grade 11 High Honors

Bauer, Priscilla

Jamaldeen, Ahamed
Martin, Alexandria
Mc Avoy, Sean
Nylander, Danielle

handsome white with orange domestic
short hair cat that is about two years
old. His owners told us he has lived
with children and he is good with other

Cody, Jessica Bochman, Ashley Oliver, Andrew cats. Alli prefers an open litter box. He
De Liberto, Amanda Dimitrov, Aleksandar Pronti, Joseph doesn’t like the hooded variety. When
Del Rosso, Nicoletta Flynn, Emma Ribaudo, Brianna you approach Alli Cat’s cage in the lobby, he rubs against the
Fleck, Nicole Garvin, Zachary cage and wants you to pet him. Itis so cute. Let’s help him

Frattarelll, Mark Gonzalez, Gina Grade 9 High Honors}  find a home for the holidays.

Habks, Peter Hennessy, Ryan Campagra, Ariana Chip (1D#81710) This goofy man will
Jasionek, Craig Nolting, Heather Dang, Angela h P iling g Thi
Kronyak, Samantha 0'Byrne, Dylan Gibney, Cal ave you smiling from ear to ear. This
Lacey, Shannon Parisi, Daniella Jones, Jennifer 4.5 year old terrier, possible Grey Hound
Lagriola, Lauren Potocki, Michelle Mazur, Jonathan mix, 15 really a great bpy!. Even though
Lapa, Julie Quintana, Joshua Rojas, Julio 7" his owners were moving and couldn’t
Il:arsen, Kiersten Ruhlgf Victoria Rozas, Nicholas take him along, Chip is still in the best of moods. Unfortu-
ee, Chul Sancilio, Jessica

Martinez, Clarissa

Seiga, Stephanie
Tayaba, Karina §

nately, he has been here for over three months. That is too
long to live in a kennel, so we are intently looking for the

m;ml:,"l:a;:?,:::n zg::: ait:]t::ors Ig::' ::E{t’l:f right home for him. Maybe he’s feeling a little too good, es-
Muller, Hailey Albe m: Anna Veltr ’Mmhew pecially if h_e can cate}pult himself qut of the kennel when it’s
Pedulla, Daniela Bak, Michael ' open. Tha_tt Is something owners will ha_ve to keep an eye on
Plaza, Melissa Belous, Jenna Grade 9 Honors when he is brought home. If he won’t jump over the fence,
Rispoli, Anthony Burns, Grace Bergantinos, Shaira he may be a door dasher, so some obedience training will do
Schulz, Kelly Collazo, Rhiannon Buscema Jo’e le him some good. This 71lIb. superstar is all about the people
Sharkey, Megan Gibney, Michael . and loves to place himself near others where he can get all

Tanaka, Lynka
Timpson, Taylor
Trotter, Johnna

Grade 12 Honors
Adamson, Braelyn

Hasangjekaj, Arberesha
Macias, Dazly
Madalena, Christopher
Martinez, Crismar
Mele, Destinie
Nardello, Jennifer

Cirincione, Giacomo
Conti, Paige
Hargrave, Lindsey
Kaldas, Sandra
Kriegel, Cassandra
Kronyak, Allison K
Lagriola, Steven

the attention. Owners will have to make sure this behavior
doesn’t escalate into neediness, but it’s all harmless at this
point. Continued socialization is recommended since he is
quite the social butterfly here at the shelter.

JUST AREMINDER: The shelter holds a doggie
parade every Sunday at 2:00. It is a great opportunity

Alvarez, Yajahira Pagliocca, Dyonna . . . y

Amin Sahi:a Pafet Dipal ! Mc Leod, Ashby to see the dogs outside of their kennels. Volunteers “pa-
Ardis’Aubrey s e Pfedull‘la, Alexa rade” the various dogs one by one while a staff member
Calabro, Nicholas Santos, Angel Rivelll, Andrew or volunteer gives information about the dog. The true
Cox, Edward Schaeffler, Guy personality of the dogs can be observed Come join us

Fugnitti, Allison
Goonetilleke, Vinoli

Sinatra, Nicole

every Sunday!

Goscinski, Jaime Grade 10 High Honors

Guarino, Stephanie Benitez, Melissa

Hanna, Sara Brebric, Alex * (52_0& \L— N ' 2l ]

::::’SI; Je?gr:es Eqa:cr:?r:zz‘r;] Christie Q\)O\‘ CHINESE F 0“0 D : & SUSHI

incremona, Philp oy ;xs:Iey Take Out or Delivery www.fujian nj.com Tel: 201-933-1980
Ippolito, Michael Patei, Bina) 282 Valley Boulevard, Wood-Ridge, New Jersey

Loucka, Dean

Melber, Michael VanDerHoof, Elizabeth  FHEE DELIVERY, (i, HiOfscloctaisa) ol Sck e foocpid
KT e ' $2.00 OFF ! | $3.00 OFF

Salvador, Ysabelle

Open 7 Days * Mon-Thurs: 11:00 a.m. to 10:00 p.m.
Fri & Sat: 11:00 a.m. to 11:00 p.m. - Sunday: 12:00 a.m. to 10:00 p.m.

|

I
; With purchase of $25 or more !
- ! |_ In-store only * Offer expires 1/31/2012 1

Wlth purchase of $15 ormore | |
|_ In-store only * Offer expires 1/31/2012

< Best EAT-IN - TAKEOUT » DELIVERY
Jtalian

d! We use Fresh FOOTBA'—'— SP EC'A'—S

Food:

e lia RO yotwttidl  Pizza & Wings Family Special

@ﬁ‘ Meats, Chicken, and | Large Cheese Pizza, Order of | ilarge cheess:iI Pizza, 21t Soda 1

i est in Italian Home 1 BUFfalo Wings } Mozzarella Sticks,

> Ctookfltlglm Your : and 2 Lt. So?la $16 +Tax l ll.arge House Salad $18 91§&=
l

Home, Office or in Must mention coupon for delivery. Limit one coupon g Must mention coupon for delivery. Limit one coupon

1
Our Fine Restaurant. s 272 lotEHu with any other offer. E_’q’im" 12 5w Der family. Not valid with any other offer. Exp. 2/28/12 3

ag ny

ian

Picture of “The Wood-
Ridge Theatre”, on 178
Hackensack Street, ca.

1923-1924. Subsequent-
ly an Ice Cream Parlor. i $7

S Whole Wheat Pasta
t Also Available.

L Elll’s COmo
2 Large 16” Gheese Plzza31 1Large Pizza 1 Topping « Large Sub |
$18-99 | ifmutamien . 99()-95!

_  Large Ceasar Salad + Taxl
mention coupon for delivery. Limit one coupon per Must mention coupon for delivery. Limit one coupon

mily.Not vaid ith any other offer,Exp. 2/28/12_ ' 3. per family. Not valid with an uomermr Exp. 2728112 § '
Happy Holidays fmm Emilia Romagna

201-935-8383 247 Valley Boulevard, Wood-Ridge www.emiliacatering.com

Speclal Large

.95 (pick up only)
DAYS A WEEK:
Mon-Fri 11am - 10pm
Sati11am - 11pm

Sun 12pm - 10pm

per
st mention coupon for delivery. Limit one coupon
M!:l‘l‘l.ﬂf Not valid with any other offer. Exp. Bf'l!

Photo courtesy of the
Wood-Ridge Historical
Society.
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